AN  HISTORICAL  RESUME^ 


OXFORD  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
121  Gilliam  Street 
Oxford ,  North  Carolina 


1818-1993 


On  September  26,  1993,  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 
celebrates  its  175th  anniversary  as  a  congregation. 
Contained  in  this  booklet  are  seven  historical 
sketches,  written  and  presented  in  worship  by  members 
of  the  church  on  seven  Sundays  during  this  anniversary 
year.    We  offer  them  here  with  deep  gratitude  for  God's 
constant  grace  and  faithfulness  to  us  as  a  church  over 
these  175  years.    To  God  be  the  glory! 


FOUNDING  THE  CHURCH 


1818-1843 


Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 

Orange  Presbytery 
The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America 


"It  is  interesting  and  animating  to  the  Christians 
to  observe  the  cause  of  Christ  triumphant/  and  to  see 
the  church  of  the  Saviour,  rich  in  numbers  and  in 
Grace,  established  and  flourishing  on  every  side  where 
once  they  could  have  seen  nothing  but  a  moral  wilder- 
ness, it  is  not  less  interesting  to  look  back  upon 
their  early  history  of  their  growth.    And  should  this 
vine  ever  attain  to  that  maturity  which  we  cannot  but 
hope  it  will  attain  to,  it  will  be  peculiarly  pleasing, 
no  doubt,  to  those  who,  some  fifty  or  one  Hundred  years 
hence,  shall  have  sheltered  under  it,  to  know  how  the 
Lord  first  planted  and  watched  and  watered  it,  until  it 
had  filled  the  land.    For  this  reason  we  have  embodied, 
and  now  record  the  few  simple  details  which  relate  to 
its  early  history,  leaving  its  growth  to  be  learned 
from  the  sessional  record  notes  which  will  follow." 

— Thomas  B.  Littlejohn,  Clerk 
Oxford  Session  Book 
March  1,  1824 


1818-1843 


The  First  Twenty-Five  Years 

Presented  by:    Rebekah  Jennings  February  14,  1993 

Presbyter ianism  in  Granville  County  dates  back  to 
pre-Revolutionary  years.  About  1754,  several  Presby- 
terian families  moved  from  the  congregations  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Davies  in  Hanover  County/  Virginia  and  settled 
along  Grassy  Creek  in  northern  Granville  County.  Their 
old  pastor  remembered  them  in  their  new  home  and  made 
efforts  to  supply  them  with  the  gospel.  It  was  through 
his  efforts  that  the  Reverends  Hugh  McAden,  and  Gilbert 
and  William  Tennent  visited  and  preached  in  the 
settlements  of  Granville  and  that  the  Grassy  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  between  1750-1760  by 
the  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent. 

Prior  to  1760/  the  area  around  what  is  known  as 
Oxford  was  famed  as  a  rendevous  for  gamblers  and 
sportsmen  of  all  descriptions.  It  was  called:  "The 
place  where  Satan  has  his  seat." 

On  October  23,  1805/  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Littlejohn 
purchased  1880  acres  of  land  known  as  the  Oxford  tract. 
These  lands  surrounded  the  court  house  which  had  been 
located  at  Oxford  since  1764. 

In  1811/  the  town  of  Oxford  was  incorporated  as 
was  also  Oxford  Academy  which  opened  its  doors  in  1814. 
From  1812  to  1817,  there  were  occasional  sermons  from 
ministers  of  different  societies  and  there  was  a 
gradual  improvement  in  the  moral  aspect  of  the 
community. 

In  1817/  several  members/  Thomas  B.  Littlejohn 
and  others  of  the  Grassy  Creek  Church  who  lived  in 
Oxford  — about  ten  miles  away —  resolved  to  organize  a 
church  in  Oxford.  They  united  with  the  Academy  and 
employed  as  teacher  and  minister/  Rev.  James  K.  Burch 
from  Philadelphia  who  remained  only  one  term  from  June 
1817  to  January  1818. 
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In  March  1818,  Rev.  Shephard  K.  Kollock  of 
Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey  began  preaching  at  Shiloh  and 
Oxford.  In  September  1818,  the  Oxford  Presbyterian 
Church  was  organized.  There  were  nine  members,  two  of 
whom  — Thomas  B.  Littlejohn  and  Levi  H.  McLean —  were 
ordained  elders.  For  about  twelve  years  most  of  the 
services  were  held  in  the  Academy.  Mr.  Kollock 
preached  two  Sundays  each  month  in  Oxford  and  two  in 
Shiloh  until  August  1819,  when  he  accepted  the 
Professorship  of  Rhetoric  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina. 

After  Mr.  Kollock  left,  the  church  had  only 
occasional  lay  preaching  until  February  1821,  when  Rev. 
Samuel  G.  Graham  from  Bedford,  Virginia  became 
minister.  He  stayed  until  November  1822,  when  he 
accepted  calls  from  the  congregations  of  Grassy  Creek 
and  Nutbush  Presbyterian  Churches.  When  he  left,  there 
were  22  members  at  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  James  Douglass  came  to  the  Oxford  Presbyter- 
ian Church  in  January  1823,  and  stayed  for  one  year. 
On  June  18,  1823,  "a  consultation  was  held  at  the  court 
house  on  the  plan  and  size  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in 
this  place."  Under  Rev.  Douglass1  zealous  leadership, 
these  22  members  contributed,  in  addition  to  the 
pastors1  support;  $1,000.00  for  building  a  church, 
$20.00  to  the  Jews  Society,  $12.00  to  the  Education  and 
Missionary  Fund  of  Orange  Presbytery,  and  $13.00  for 
the  endowment  of  a  Princeton  professorship.  There  was 
established  in  the  town  a  tract  depository  with  $50. 0C 
worth  of  tracts.  Eleven  new  members  were  added  to  the 
church  membership.  Steps  were  taken  to  organize  a 
church  at  Providence,  afterwards  located  at  Geneva.  A 
building  committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  Messers 
Littlejohn,  Stephen  K.  Sneed  and  Dr.  W.  V.  Taylor,  who 
were  waiting  for  spring  to  prepare  their  materials. 
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The  Rev.  Joseph  Labaree  accepted  the  call  as 
pastor  in  October  1825.  He  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire  and  came  from  Champlain  Presbytery ,  New  York; 
he  served  for  four  years.  In  the  Fall  of  1825 ,  bricks 
for  the  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church  were  ready  for 
burning.  Mr.  Little john  practically  donated  the  land 
for  the  building,  as  he  deeded  the  entire  lot  to  Judge 
Robert  B.  Gilliam  and  five  others,  as  trustees  of  the 
congregation,  for  the  sum  of  10  shillings.  The  first 
church  was  built  on  the  site  of  our  present  church.  It 
was  a  rectangular  red  brick  building  with  a  gable  roof 
and  a  square  tower  in  the  back.  In  1829,  only  five  of 
the  34  Presbyterian  church  buildings  within  the  Orange 
Presbytery  were  brick,  and  all  but  four  had  an  average 
cost  of  around  $63.00. 

In  May  1830,  a  call  was  presented  to  Rev. 
Nehemiah  H.  Harding  of  Warrenton  for  one  half  of  his 
time  at  an  annual  salary  of  $200.00.  He  accepted,  and 
was  installed  as  pastor  in  May  1830.  During  this  year 
our  first  church  building  was  completed.  The  first 
pulpit  Bible  was  a  small  one  -a  King  James  Version. 

Some  items  that  might  be  of  interest  are:  about 
June  1830,  mention  was  made  of  a  Sunday  School;  a  slave 
was  admitted  to  church  membership  on  January  15,  1831; 
January  1832  a  free  black  man  was  received  as  a  member; 
and  in  1831  there  were  72  members. 


Rev.  Harding  served  the  church  until  1835. 

The  other  ministers  who  served  the  church  in  its 
first  25  years  were: 

Jesse  Rankin  1835-1837 
S.J.P  Anderson  1839-1840 
Jonathan  T.  Ely  1840-1841 
Edward  Hines  1841-1842 


EXTENDING  THE  CHURCH 


1844-1868 


Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 

Orange  Presbytery 
The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America  becomes 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States 


It  was  reported  that  the  Rev.  Faucet te  and  his 
wife  ran  a  school  called  "Faucette  School".    They  lived 
in  a  house  at  the  location  of  the  present  Vernon  Taylor 
house  and  that  it  was  from  the  porch  of  their  house 
that  a  crowd  watched  the  Granville  Grays  parade  before 
they  went  to  war. 

Oxford  College  had  drawn  its  support  largely  from 
Baptists/  but  among  5/000  alumni  were  women  of  all 
denominations.    So  it  was  with  the  encouragement  of 
Presbyterians  that  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Faucette  about 
1888  put  up  a  building  on  College  Street  which  was 
later  used  for  a  graded  school. 


1844-1868 


The  Second  Twenty-Five  Years 
Presented  By:    John  W.  Beach  March  7,  1993 


Our    second    25  years  came  during  one  of  the  most 
horrible  periods  in  the  history  of  our  nation. 

Two  years  after  it  began,  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  were  at  war. 

During  the  last  19  years  of  it,  the  nation  was 
undergoing  those  heated  preliminaries  to  the  War 
Between  the  States,  the  war  itself,  and  four  years  of 
Reconstruction,  ending  with  the  man  who  had  led  the 
North  to  victory  becoming  President,  beginning  one  of 
the  most  ineffective  administrations  in  our  history. 

Our  church  undoubtedly  played  a  role  in  both  of 
these  wars  and  members  of  the  congregation  suffered 
along  with  others  during  Reconstruction. 

During  this  time,  our  nation  was  led  by  two 
Presidents  of  Presbyterian  faith — James  Buchanan  (1857- 
1862)  and  Abraham  Lincoln  (1861-1865). 

In  the  minutes  of  the  Session,  there  is  no  mention 
of  the  War  Between  the  States. 

This  25  years,  however  was  a  period  of  exodus  from 
this  area  due  to  cheaper  land  in  the  West  and  the  end- 
ing of  slavery.  Minutes  of  the  Session  show  many 
transfers  to  other  churches. 

There  were  no  public  schools,  many  of  the  teachers 
in  private  schools  being  from  this  congregation.  Two 
of  these  schools  were  on  College  Street. 

Throughout  the  Minutes  are  references  to  financial 
contributions  to  education. 
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Domestic  Missions,  $10.00;  Foreign  Missions,  $5.00; 
Publication,  $2.50;  General  Assembly,  $9.00.  Lanier 
appointed  Clerk  in  1854.  Thomas  B.  Little john  departed 
this  life  in  June  of  this  year. 

April  12,  1857,  Lowan  Taborn  (a  free  woman  of 
color)  and  Milly  (servant  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ridley), 
were  received  into  this  church  on  Profession  of  Faith. 

1858:  Deacons  (first  mention)  were  instructed  to 
take  up  a  collection  each  Sabbath  at  the  time  designat- 
ed by  the  minister. 

March  1859:    Thomas  H.  Willie  died. 

1867:  New  Elders:  Caleb  Daniel  Osborne,  James  C. 
Cooper,  Thomas  M.  Lynch.  Total  communicants:  47.  No 
minister. 

1868:  James  W.  Primrose  dismissed  to  join  a 
church  to  be  organized  in  Henderson,  Granville  County, 
NC. 

Note  101  in  the  minutes,  September  25,  1869,  the 
Rev.  H.  S.  Hill  is  moderator  by  request  because  there 
is  no  minister. 


REBUILDING  THE  CHURCH 


1869-1895 


Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 

Orange  Presbytery 
The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States 


"It  was  under  the  zealous  labors  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Rennie  the  increase  of  the  congregation  was  such  that  a 
new  building  was  necessary.    By  heroic  sacrifice  on  the 
part  of  those  who  contributed  time  and  money,  the 
little  brick  church  built  in  1830  was  torn  down  and  the 
present  church  building  erected. 

The  congregation  was  very  proud  of  this  splendid 
new  building  that  they  erected  to  replace  the  little 
brick  church.    They  made  quite  a  celebration  of  its 
completion  and  it  was  dedicated  on  July  3,  1892.  Dr. 
Moses  Drury  Hoge,  Richmond,  Virginia  preached  the 
dedication  sermon  and  it  was  really  quite  an  affair. 

That  group  in  1892,  built  well  a  structure  of 
beauty  and  dignity  and  strength  so  that  when  we  were 
born  this  building  is  here  for  us  to  be  baptized  in 
— when  we  marry,  a  suitable  setting  is  available —  when 
we  die  or  our  loved  one  dies  this  same  structure  is 
ours  to  use." 

— Mrs.  Claude  C.  Wheeler 
Historian 


1870-1895 


The  Third  Twenty-Five  Years 
Presented  By:    Mrs.  Diane  Craig  April  4,  1993 

This  25  year  span  found  post-war  hard  times  with 
our  country  going  through  a  period  of  financial  and 
commercial  unrest  leading  to  the  "Panic  of  1893."  This 
period  saw  the  Leadership  of  six  different  Presidents 
beginning  with  Ulysses  S.  Grant  and  ending  with  Grover 
Cleveland ,  who  was  serving  his  second,  non-consecutive 
term  in  office. 

December  1872,  in  Oxford,  NC,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Carolina  converted  St.  John's  College  into  the 
Oxford  Orphanage,  the  first  orphanage  in  the  state  and 
one  of  the  first  in  the  South. 

In  the  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church  there  were  also 
six  ministers  who  served  our  church  during  this  period. 
They  were: 

Rev.  Donald  E.  Jordan,  (10  years) 
J.  W.  Primrose  (5  years) 
R.  B.  Willis  (3  years) 
J.  C.  Dinwiddle  (1  year) 
Joseph  Rennie  (3  years)  and 
J.  Ernest  Thacker  (3  years) 

Their  salaries  ranged  from  $200.00  for  one-half 
of  their  time  to  $800.00  for  full-time,  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly,  in  equal  installments. 

The  first  Session  book  covers  only  17  of  the  years 
of  this  period  and  the  whole  ministry  of  only  2 
pastors,  and  a  part  of  the  third  ministry,  for  the  re- 
cords end  with  the  entry  of  July  31,  1887.  The  second 
Session  book  has  for  years  been  lost  and  in  this  lost 
book  are  the  minutes  of  the  Session  covering  the  re- 
maining eight  years  and  the  ministry  of  the  three  other 
pastors  of  this  25-year  period. 
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The  present  church  property,  which  is  the  site  of 
both  church  buildings,  was  deeded  (Deed  Book  12,  Page 
391,  Office  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  of  Granville 
County)  by  Thomas  B.  Littlejohn  to  R.  B.  Gilliam  and 
five  Trustees  (Joseph  H.  Bryan,  Stephan  K.  Sneed, 
William  V.  Taylor,  Robert  T.  Yancey,  Harris  William), 
and/or  congregation  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  ten 
shillings. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  when  the  church  was 
organized  in  1818,  two  elders,  Thomas  B.  Littlejohn  and 
H.  M.  McClean  were  elected,  and  seven  years  later  on 
December  11,  1825,  three  Trustees  were  elected.  But  it 
was  not  until  May  1,  1870,  that  there  is  recorded  (see 
page  126,  1st  Session  Book,  also  page  101  in  1858 
"Deacons"  referred  to  but  no  names  of  record  of 
election)  that  Deacons  were  duly  elected,  set  apart  and 
ordained  as  such.  These  deacons  were  Job  Osborne  and 
Leonidas  C.  Taylor. 

Immediately  is  was  "ordered  that  the  deacons  take 
up  a  collection  at  every  regular  Sabbath  morning's 
service"  (page  125,  1st  Session  Book)  and  later  on 
October  18,  1870,  of  the  same  year  (page  133,  1st 
Session  Book),  that  the  Session  ordered  that  the 
deacons  "be  authorized  to  use  the  envelope  system  in 
making  collections." 

On  April  19,  1878,  in  a  report  to  Orange 
Presbytery  we  read,  "We  have  regular  preaching  both 
morning  and  evening  on  the  first  and  third  Sabbaths  of 
each  month.  Congregations  are  small.  Regular  weekly 
prayer  meetings  are  only  tolerably  well  attended. 
There  has  been  some  improvement  of  late." 

On  September  30,  1878,  the  Session  reports  to 
Presbytery,  "...on  the  state  of  religion  in  our  congre- 
gation that  there  is  no  special  religious  interest... 
We  have  no  Bible  class  and  no  preaching  for  the  colored 
people.  There  are  seats  for  these  people  in  the 
gallery    and    at    times  a  few  of  them  attend.    We  would 
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state  that  our  church  has  suffered  sever ly  from  deaths 
and  removals  and  has  found  it  hard  to  hold  its  own 
against  the  ebb  tide  and  is  not  a  little  discouraged". 
Total  number  of  communicants  was  given  as  68.  The 
exodus  seems  to  have  continued,  for  three  years  later 
the  total  number  of  comunicants  has  dropped  to  49.  Six 
years  later,  on  April  9,  1887,  this  number  increased  to 
86.  Elders  numbered  5  and  Deacons,  4.  Rev.  R.  B. 
Willis  was  pastor  and  once  again  it  seems  that  the 
church  was  on  the  march. 

Then  followed  the  last  two  pastors  of  this  25-year 
period,  and  it  would  seem  that  their  years  were  full  of 
diligent  work  and  sacrifical  giving  for  it  was  during 
the  three-year  pastorate  of  Dr.  Joseph  Rennie  that  the 
present  beautiful  structure  was  built  in  1892.  The 
congregation  was  so  proud  of  this  splendid  new  building 
that  they  made  quite  a  celebration  of  its  dedication. 
Dr.  Moses  Drury  Hoge  of  Richmond,  VA,  preached  the 
dedication  sermon  and  it  was  really  quite  an  affair. 

Although  the  records  are  lost,  Dr.  Rennie  and  Dr. 
J.  Ernest  Thacker  left  their  imprint  on  the  church  and 
the  life  of  the  town,  for  they  were  called  to  larger 
fields  of  usefulness  and  became  prominent  in  the  life 
of  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church. 
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INTERESTING  FACTS  DURING  THIS  PERIOD: 


We  were  still  in  the  Orange  Presbytery  at  this 
time. 

1892  -  Second  pipe    organ  installed    and  remained  until 
1965  when  new  Casavant  organ  was  installed. 

1876  -  During  this    period,    distinguished  Presbyterian 
minister,  Dr.  Moses  Drury  Hoge  of  Second  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Richmond  Virginia,  successfully 
pursuaded  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  to  join  the  "World  Presbyterian 
Alliance."  In  this  same  period,  Hoge  delivered 
the  dedication  speech  for  the  statue  in  Richmond 
of  Confederate  General  and  fellow  Virginian 
Presbyterian  "Stonewall"  Jackson.  Grover 
Cleveland  (1837-1908),  son  of  Richard  Cleveland, 
a  Presbyterian  minister,  was  born  in  a  parsonage 
at  Caldwell,  New  Jersey.    He  served  as  a  reform- 
ing mayor  and  governor  of  Buffalo  and  New  York 
state,  before  being  elected  President  in  1885. 
Cleveland  was  later  married  in  the  White  House 
to  Frances  Folson  by  Byron  Sunderland,  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Washington,  DC. 

1889  -  Cyrus  McCormick,  the  inventor,  and  his  wife  were 
very  active  in  higher  education,  carried  on  phi- 
lanthropic interests  in  Chicago  and  elsewhere. 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
benefited  from  the  McCormick  generosity.  It 
moved  the  Seminary  from  rural  Virginia  to 
Richmond  in  1896.    Under  the  leadership  of  W.  W. 
Moore,  it  became  a  leader  in  theological  educa- 
tion in  the  South. 


GROWING  THE  CHURCH 


1896-1921 


Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 

Orange  Presbytery 
The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States 


"We  earnestly  desire  for  this  Church  the 
distinction  of  being  known  as  the  'Friendly 
Church* ,  and  we  intend  that  none  who  wishes  to 
worship  with  us,  shall  ever  feel  himself  or 
herself,  to  be  a  stranger  in  our  midst." 


— Front  cover  of  Church  bulletin, 
May  30,  1924 

The  Rev.  F.  F.  Comer ford,  Pastor 


1895-1921 


The  Forth  Twenty-Five  Years 
Presented  By:  Lucy  Floyd  Baird  May  2,  1993 


Covering  this  period  in  our  church  history  is 
difficult  due  to  it  being  the  period  covered  by  the 
lost  Session  Book  (the  next  Session  Book  starts  in 
1925).  The  information  for  this  part  of  our  history 
was  obtained  through  a  history  written  by  Frank  W. 
Bullock  in  1968,  newspaper  articles  preserved  by  Mr. 
Frank  Hayes  and  found  in  the  Richard  Thorton  Library, 
and  papers  of  Edith  Howell  Wheeler. 

The  ministers  serving  during  this  time  were: 
A.  S.  Caldwell  (the  great-grandfather  of  the  Lewis 

girls,  formerly  of  this  church); 
John  E.  Wool  (Uncle  by  marriage  to  Betsy,  Lucy  Taylor, 
Sam,  and  Joe  Baird.  His  son,  Rev.  James 
Wool,  Executive  Secretary  of  Granville 
Presbytery  (1952)  was  born  in  church 
manse . ) ; 

C.  S.  Christian  (who  served  for  three  years); 

G.  B.  Thompson; 

S.  K.  Phillips  (1912-1917); 

Stuart  R.  Oglesby— 1918-1922  (Came  directly  from  Union 

Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  VA. 
He  was  the  24th  pastor  and  remained 
six  years) . 


An  article  dated  October  25,  1913  tells  of  the 
activities  on  the  church  building: 

"Plans  at  Presbyterian  Church  —  The  Presbyter- 
ians have  recently  completed  the  painting  on  the 
outside  of  their  church  and  are  now  busy  on  the 
interior.  The  wood  work  will  all  be  varnished  and  the 
walls  finished  in  an  ivory  white.  A  new  lighting 
system  will  also  be  installed  on  the  indirect  method 
now  used  in  all  the  best  lighted  public  buildings. 
This  method  protects  the  eye  from  the  strain  and  glare 
of  the  old  systems  and  gives  an  equalized,  soft  light 
that  makes  reading  at  night  not  only  safe,  but  a 
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pleasure.  While  the  painters  and  electricians  are  at 
work,  the  congregation  is  holding  its  Sabbath  preaching 
services  at  11:00  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.,  in  the  Orpheum 
Theatre.  The  pastor,  Rev.  S.K.  Phillips,  expects  to 
preach  at  the  Orpheum  next  Sunday.  The  public  and 
friends  of  the  congregation  are  cordially  invited  to 
these  services  on  ." 


From  sometime  in  1913... 

"Presbyterian  Notices.  To  the  Public  Ledger:  The 
Presbyterian  congregation  were  very  much  inconvenienced 
and  greatly  disappointed  on  Sunday,  because  the  condi- 
tion of  Gilliam  Street  was  such  that  they  had  to  forego 
all  their  services.  The  mud  could  of  course  have  been 
crossed,  but  church  carpet  and  furniture  would  have 
suffered,  and  all  who  worshipped  there  would  have  gone, 
not  dry-shod  like  the  Israelites  through  Jordan  tut  wet 
and  laden  with  a  bountiful  supply  of  Granville  clay. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Street  Committee  will  not  stop  now 
until  the  public  building  is  made  accessible  as  before. 
It  used  to  be  easily  reached  even  in  the  worst  weather, 
but  now!?  Let  the  steps  be  fixed;  the  gutters  dug, 
curbing  placed,  and  the  street  macadamized  as  before!" 


As  to  the  dedicated  work  of  two  of  the  ministers 
during  this  time,  the  Ledger  reports  October  10,  1917.. 

"Rev.  S.K.  Phillips  Accepts  Call 
Will  Enter  Upon  His  Labors  at  Greenville    at    an  Early 
Date. 

Sad  were  the  hearers  of  his  congregation  last 
Sunday  morning  when  Rev.  S.K.  Phillips,  for  six  years 
the  pastor  of  the  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church,  formally 
tendered  his  resignation  in  answer  to  a  call  to 
Greenville,  NC.  Earnest  and  faithful  in  all  things, 
Mr.  Phillips  labored  to  build  up  the  moral  and  social 
life  of  the  community. 
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Rev.  S.K.  Phillips  was  installed  pastor  March, 
1910;  born  at  Burgaw  September  1885;  educated  at 
Richmond  College,  and  Union  Theological  Seminary.  His 
first  pastorate  was  at  Berryville,  Winchester 
Presbytery,  Synod  of  Virginia.  The  Oxford  church  was 
greatly  strengthened  during  his  pastorate.  The  church 
edifice  beautified;  full  indirect  lighting  system 
installed;  all  indebtedness  cleared;  membership  more 
than  doubled;  per  capita  gifts  increased  from  $8.69  to 
$20.56  per  member  last  year.  One  of  his  strong  points 
is  in  promoting  unity  among  churches,  and  the  interest 
manifested  in  the  colored  people  and  their  work  in 
school  and  churches. 

Mr.  Phillips  will  also  be  greatly  missed  in  the 
fraternal  and  social  circles  of  Oxford.  He  was  noble 
grand  of  the  local  Odd  Fellows  lodge  and  a  Mason  of 
high  standing  and  chaplain  of  both  lodges  and  the 
Granville  Grays;  vice-president  "Athenum";  organizer 
and  director  of  Oxford  Choral  Club;  active  in  community 
and  county  interests,  and  a  power  for  good  in  all  human 
endeavor  and  was  instrumental  in  forming  the  Granville 
County  Chapter  American  Red  Cross." 

An  article  from  1918: 

"THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  Succeeding  Rev.  S.  K. 
Phillips  who  a  few  years  ago  resigned  the  local  Presby- 
terian pastorate  for  service  in  eastern  North  Carolina, 
after  having  accomplished  a  fine  work  for  this  church, 
Rev.  Stuart  R.  Oglesby,  Jr.,  a  native  of  Arkansas,  is 
carrying  on  and  amplifying  the  work.  The  church,  from 
many  points  of  view,  is  showing  new  records  of  accom- 
plishment, the  pastor's  vision,  zeal  and  personal 
popularity  being  reflected  in  new  gains,  spiritual  and 
financial,  and  in  concerted  service.  The  church  member- 
ship, resident  and  non-resident,  of  214.  The  Sunday 
School,  including  'the  cradle  roll,1  is  135,  the 
average  attendance  being  100.  Recently  a  Christian 
!  Endeavor  Society  has  been  organized,  the  membership  of 
:  which  is  25.  There  is  a  Woman's  Auxiliary,  with  40 
members,  and  a  Junior  Auxiliary,  of  18.  The  Pastor's 
Aid  Circle  numbers  18.    Last  December  a  Men's 
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Fellowship  League,  which  meets  the  third  Friday  night 
of  each  month,  having  for  object  the  promotion  of 
broader  fellowship  among  the  men  of  the  church,  and 
Christian  service  generally,  was  organized.  The 
membership  is  25  and  great  success  has  attended  its 
initial  efforts.  Mr.  John  R.  Hall  is  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Baird,  teacher  of  the 
Men's  Bible  Class.  The  past  year  was  one  of  great 
financial  success,  exceeding  all  expectations  made  at 
the  beginning  of  the  final  year." 


Some  important  dates  for  this  period  were: 
1919  —  Pipe  organ  was  installed; 

First  organist  was  Miss  Edith  Howell  (Mrs. 
Claude  C.  Wheeler); 

Large  pulpit  Bible  was  made  for  and  presented 
to  the  church  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  P.  Taylor 
in  memory  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leonedos  C.  Taylor. 
Sometime  between  1902  and  1913  the  marble  baptismal 
font  was  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Daniel  Booth  in 
memory  of  their  daughter  Annie  L.  Booth  -  the  inscrip- 
tion reads,  "Annie  L.  Booth  -  Dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  our  beloved  daughter.    She  waits  beyond  the  river." 


Another  article  from  the  newspaper  reads: 

"The  Presbyterian  Church,  at  the  present  time,  is 
in  the  very  best  condition  of  its  entire  history.  It 
is  not  only  in  a  very  flourishing  condition  financially 
and  spiritually,  but  is  planning  to  launch  out  into 
greater  fields  of  activity. 

As  a  proof  of  its  generosity,  a  paragraph  from 
the  records  of  1923  will  serve.  This  year,  the  Church 
reported  a  membership  of  170  to  the  Presbytery.  Of  the 
number  there  were  38  tithers,  and  12  family  altars. 
The  contributions  to  all  causes  amounted  to  nearly 
$7,000.00,  or  approximately  $40.00  per  capita. 

The  Church  maintains  a  Department  graded  Sunday 
School.    The  instruction  is  also    graded.    The  present 
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difficulty  is  a  lack  of  space  to  house  this  growing 
school.  It  will  only  be  a  matter  of  time,  however, 
until  this  condition  will  be  remedied.  Sufficient 
equipment  and  ample  facilities,  according  to  the  two 
church  boards,  must  be  provided,  and  that  right  early. 
The  probable  end,  will  be  the  erection  of  a  Model 
Sunday  School  Building  to  take  care  of  a  Model  Sunday 
School . 

In  addition  to  the  heavy  duties  already  weighing 
upon  the  pastor,  he  is  carrying  along  another  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  county.  Since  beginning  the  work 
there  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  the  church  has  had 
eighteen  added  to  its  membership,  and  has  already  begun 
the  erection  of  a  model  country  church,  the  same  to  be 
completed  within  the  next  ninety  days. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  wide-awake  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  is  maintained  in  each  church. 

The  church  extends  a  hearty  welcome  to  everyone. 
Often  times  it  is  honored  by  visits  from  the  constant 
stream  of  tourists  passing  through.  The  attitude  of 
the  church  toward  strangers  is  admirably  expressed  on 
the  front  page  of  a  former  bulletin:  'We  earnestly 
desire  for  the  Church  the  distinction  of  being  known  as 
the  'Friendly  Church',  and  we  intend  that  none,  who 
wishes  to  worship  with  us,  shall  ever  feel  himself,  or 
herself,  to  be  a  stranger  in  our  midst.'" 


So  we  see  that  our  church  having  completed  its 
first  century  of  existence,  strong  in  the  faith,  aware 
of  its  heritage  was  looking  to  the  future  and  striving 
to  fulfil  the  dreams  of  that  sturdy  band  that  organized 
the  church  100  years  before. 


EXPANDING  THE  CHURCH 
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Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 
Orange  Presbytery  becomes 
Granville  Presbytery 
The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States 


"Miss  Lucy  as  she  is  lovingly  known  does  not  know 
how  many  years  she  has  been  organist.    She  was  quite  a 
young  girl,  when,  due  to  the  sudden  illness  of  her 
predecessor,  during  worship  service,  as  a  young 
musician  of  the  church  was  called  to  the  organ  stool. 
But  from  best  recollections  her  tenure  of  service  in 
this,  and  there  have  been  many  more  services  rendered 
by  her,  she  has  played  the  organ  in  the  Oxford 
Presbyterian  Church  for  over  forty  years.    Her  record 
has  been  perfect.    She  is  always  punctual  and  has  never 
been  absent  for  any  cause  that  she  did  not  have  someone 
there  to  take  her  place.    Her  record  is  enviable,  her 
service  outstanding  and  her  friends  today  'rise  up  and 
call  her  blessed . ' " 

— Mrs.  Claude  C.  Wheeler 
Historian 


1922-1947 


The  Fifth  Twenty-Five  Years 
Presented  By:    Arial  Stephens  June  6,  1993 


Following  Reverend  Oglesby's  move  to  Arkansas  in 
January  1922,  the  Rev.  Francis  Fleenor  Comerford  was 
called  in  May  as  pastor.  A  native  of  Holston  Valley, 
TN,  he  was  a  graduate  of  King  College,  Bristol,  TN; 
and  a  1922  graduate  of  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
Richmond,  VA.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Mahaffey. 
He  preached  his  first  service  in  June,  1922  in  the 
Court  House  due  to  repair  work  at  the  church,  even  then 
this  was  an  old  building. 

Rev.  Comerford  also  preached  at  the  Geneva 
Presbyterian  Church  in  1923.  It  was  during  his  pastor- 
ate that  plans  were  made  to  build  the  present  church  at 
Geneva.  His  encouragement  and  efforts  made  its  comple- 
tion possible.  Our  church,  in  1833,  had  given  Geneva 
an  old  building  for  their  place  of  worship.  Mr.  William 
Clement  deeded  a  tract  of  five  acres  to  the  new  church. 
Mr.  Clement  was  the  father  of  the  late  Miss  Helen 
Clement  of  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church  and  her  deceased 
sister,  Miss  Ella  Clement,  and  their  brothers,  A.  B. 
and  Jack  Clement.  In  1925,  Mr.  Comerford  accepted  a 
call  to  Porter  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  Richmond, 
VA.    He  died  in  Norfolk  in  March  1926. 

Presbytery  met  in  Oxford  in  April  1924,  and  more 
than  39  persons  attended  representing  the  eleven  ad- 
jacent counties. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Herbert  Dimmock  served  as  pastor 
from  1925-1928.  He  was  a  native  of  Darien,  GA;  a 
graduate  of  Davidson  College  with  a  B.A.  in  1910;  in 
1914,  received  a  B.S.  from  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
Richmond,  VA;  and  in  1915,  a  B.D.  from  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  Princeton,  NJ.  He  was  licensed 
and  ordained  by  Savannah  Presbytery  in  1915.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Belle  Amis.  It  was  reported 
that  he  was  a  deep  student  of  Scripture  and  a  fluent 
speaker.  The  Church  budget  for  1925  was  $10,000.00 
from  the  200  members.      Rev.  Dimmock1 s  final  sermon  was 
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October      28,  1928.    He     also     served      the  Geneva 
Presbyterian     Church    in    1925.    His    death    as    later < 
reported  thusly:    "He  went  to  heaven  from  a  meeting  of 
Norfolk     Presbytery,  April    21,  1942,  at    Ocean  View, 
Virginia. " 

In  the  Session  records  of  1926,  it  reads,  "A! 
letter  of  appreciation  to  the  following  as  volunteers 
for  a  life  of  service  to  the  church: 

Miss    Virginia     Hart     -      (Presbyterian  School 

Christian  Education, 
Richmond,  VA;  sister  of  Ed 
Hart) 

William    I.  Howell,  Jr.  -  (Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Richmond,  VA; 
brother     of     Mrs.  Edith 
Wheeler ) 

William    B.  McSwain  -  (Union  Theological  Seminary, 

Richmond,  VA;  brother  of  the 
late  E.  G.  McSwain,  Elder) 

In  1927,  the  Session  record  reads,  "In  September 
1927,  William  I  Howell,  Jr.  (son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Ira  Howell),  asked  endorsement  of  Session  for 
himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry.  In  February 
1929,  a  loan  of  $125.00  was  made  to  William  I.  Howell,! 
Jr.,  to  assist  in  the  pursuit  of  his  studies  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary." 

The  record  shows,  "May  4,  1930,  an  invitation  from 
William  I.  Howell,  Jr.,  to  be  present  at  his 
ordination. " 

It  was  March  1,  1929,  that  James  W.  Lacy  answered 
our  call.  Among  the  activities  for  which  he  is  credited 
in  his  ten  years  as  pastor,  is  the  1936  Christmas 
Pageant  which  was  repeated  annually  for  several  years 
as  a  main  event  in  the  community.  Orange  Presbytery: 
met  in  Oxford  in  April  1935,  with  some  250  attending: 
luncheon,  it  returned  to  be  hosted  in  Oxford  again  in 
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September  1936  and  November  1939.  The  Reverend  Lacy 
received  an  honorary  doctorate  from  Hampden-Sydney 
College  in  1934.  He  died  in  the  manse  in  November  1939 
it  the  age  of  70. 

Dr.  James  M.  McChesney,  Jr.  was  called  from 
ruscaloosa,  AL,  in  May  1940.  He  received  his  A.B. 
tegree  from  King  College,  Bristol,  TN;  a  B.D.  degree 
from  Union  Theological  Seminary ,  Richmond,  VA;  Th.M. 
from  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  Princeton,  NJ;  and 
i  Th.D.  from  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  VA. 
fe  is  married  to  Miss  Carolyn  Allen.  The  Oxford  Ledger 
reported  that,  "during  the  Sunday  School  hour,  Sunday 
lorning  members  of  the  church  and  Sunday  School  joined 
.n  giving  Mr.  McChesney  an  informal  and  hearty  welcome 
;o  the  church  and  the  community."  An  ad  in  the  Ledger 
>n  September  19,  1940  issued  a  "cordial  invitation  to 
ittend  a  tea  on  Thursday  evening  September  17,  in  the 
Junday  School  auditorium  from  8-10  o'clock  to  meet  Rev. 
md  Mrs.  J.  M.  McChesney,  Jr." 

It  was  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  McChesney  that 
he  Women's  Auxiliary  raised  $1,000.00  in  1938,  toward 
.he  building  of  a  Sunday  School  Building  which  cost 
19,600.00  when  finished  in  1942.  Mr.  Andrew  Jamieson 
»ledged  and  paid  50%  of  the  $850.00  equipment  cost, 
lie  Christmas  Pageant  of  1941  was  replaced  by  a 
!hristmas  Cantata  attended  by  the  community.  Orange 
resbytery  continued  to  favor  us  as  host  and  returned 
n  April  1942,  1943,  and  September  1944. 

In  1943,  the  Defense  Service  Committee  was  initia- 
ed  with  Elder  Frank  M.  Pinnix,  as  Chairman.  Mr. 
innix  came  to  Oxford  in  1900  to  make  his  home  and 
ecame  owner  and  editor  of  the  Oxford  Public  Ledger, 
ater  he  joined  the  staff  of  Oxford  Orphanage  as  editor 
f  Orphans1  Friend  and  Masonic  Journal,  the  official 
ublication  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  in  North 
arolina.  He  remained  in  this  capacity  until  he  was 
ranted  retirement  and  elected  Editor  Emeritus  of 
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Orphans'    Friend.    Under    his    committee,  Soldiers  fra  ( 
Camp  Butner  were  invited  and  included  in  our  activities 
with  the  "Sunday  Night    Sing"    featuring    the  soldien 
being  a  popular  event  during  1942-43. 

Mr.  McChesney     also     preached      at     the  Genev< 
Presbyterian  Church. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  Orange  Presbyter] 
was  resolved  and  a  new  Presbytery  was  formed  callec 
Granville  Presbytery.  It  remained  this  way  until  1972, 
when  a  Plan  for  Restructure,  took  place  and  these  twc 
Presbyteries  were  merged  by  the  Synod  of  North  Caroline 
and  it  became  Orange  Presbytery  again.  (It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  Granville  Presbytery  had  its  beginninc 
in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Henderson,  NC,  anc 
its  last  meeting  was  there.  At  this  last  meeting  of 
Granville  Presbytery,  October  10,  1971,  the  Rev.  Normar 
M.  MacDowell  of  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church,  was  re- 
ceived into  Granville  Presbytery.  Elder,  Edward  H. 
McFarland,  Jr.,  represented  the  congregation.) 

On  May  6,  1946,  two  beautiful  brass  collection 
plates  were  presented  to  the  church  by  Miss  Lucy  Taylor 
Baird.  Her  love  and  devotion  to  the  church  made  her  an 
inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her,  whether  in  the  church 
or  in  the  community. 

The  church  was  most  fortunate  to  have  as  its 
organist  for  over  40  years,  Miss  Lucy  Webb,  who  began 
her  duties  in  1924,  and  served  faithfully  until  1954. 
To  show  how  deeply  the  congregation  felt  about  her 
service,  a  group  surprised  her  on  one  of  her  birthdays. 
Mrs.  John  C.  Lawson,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Baird,  Jr.,  and  Mrs. 
Claude  C.  Wheeler  went  to  her  home  late  one  afternoon. 
The  spokesman  for  the  group  said,  "We  have  come  to 
bring  you  greetings  for  your  birthday  from  the  members 
of  the  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church,  and  we  express  their 
sentiments  in  the  words  of  the  29th  verse  of  the  31st 
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chapter  of  Proverbs:  "Many  daughters  have  done  vir- 
tuously, but  thou  excellest  them  all".  It  was  then  the 
first  messenger  presented  a  love  corsage  of  yellow 
roses,  the  second  a  box  containing  silver  spoons,  and 
the  third  an  envelope  containing  a  fifty  dollar  bill 
and  the  following  message: 

"To  Our  Beloved  Organist  -  It  is  with  deep 
gratitude  that  we  join  together  to  express  our 
praise  of  and  love  for  you  on  this  your  birthday. 
We  all  agree  that  there  is  no  person  in  our  church 
who  has  meant  more  to  it  than  our  dear  "Miss 
Lucy".  We  love  you  devotedly.  Your  humility  of 
service  in  every  department  of  the  church,  your 
faithfulness  as  our  organist  for  years  without 
number;  your  love,  and  devotion  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  are  ever  an  inspiritation  and  example  to 
young  and  old  alike.  We  are  deeply  grateful  for 
your  life  among  us,  and  we  bring  these  tokens — A 
week  at  Assembly  Inn,  Montreat  and  these  silver 
spoons  to  remind  you  continually  throughout  the 
years  to  come  of  our  love  and  appreaciation  of 
you.  Devotedly,  the  Boys  and  Girls,  the  Young 
People,  the  Women,  and  the  Men  of  the  Oxford 
Presbyterian  Church" . 

"Miss  Lucy  as  she  is  lovingly  known  does  not  know 
how  many  years  she  has  been  organist.  She  was  quite  a 
young  girl  when,  due  to  the  sudden  illness  of  her 
predecessor,  during  a  worship  service,  as  a  young 
musician  of  the  church  was  called  to  the  organ  stool. 
But  from  best  recollections  her  tenure  of  service  in 
this,  and  there  have  been  many  more  services  rendered 
by  her,  she  has  played  the  organ  in  the  Oxford 
Presbyterian  Church  for  over  forty  years.  Her  record 
has  been  perfect.  She  is  always  punctual  and  has  never 
been  absent  for  any  cause  that  she  did  not  have  someone 
there  to  take  her  place.  Her  record  is  enviable,  her 
service  out-standing  and  her  friends  today  'rise  up  and 
call  her  blessed'."  (This  quoted  from  the  history  by 
Mrs.  Claude  C.  Wheeler.) 
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Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 

Granville  Presbytery 
The  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
The  Presbyterian  Church 

in  the  United  States 

"One  of  the  most  ambitious  projects  to  date  took 
place  in  May,  1958. 

Special  gratitude  was  expressed  to  Mr.  Ralph  V. 
Boswood  for  his  dedicated  service  as  Chairman  of  the 
Construction  Program  of  the  renovations  and 
redecoration  of  the  church.    Ralph  showed  unusual 
administrative  ability  in  the  expedition  of  his  duties 
in  this  office.    His  untiring  efforts  and  the 
smoothness  of  his  direction  in  uninterrupted  progress 
tfon  for  him  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  Church  Family 
tfho  had  pride  in  the  accomplishments  under  his  leader- 
ship.   While  everyone  in  the  Church  had  a  part  in  the 
expense,  mention  is  here  made  of  the  special  memorial 
windows,  one  —  gifts  of  Dr.  J.  Morehead  Emmett  in 
nemory  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Candace  E.  Brown,  and  his 
aunt,  Mrs.  Bettie  Rogers  Taylor,  and  the  other  'Come 
Into  Me1  in  memory  of  Elvyn  Leroy  Parham  and  Ethel  May 
Clement  Parham,  by  their  son  Mr.  Thomas  Clement  Parham, 
both  devoted  and  consecrated  members  of  our  Church 
3uring  their  lives. 

On  November  18,  1959,  a  Thanksgiving  and 
Consecration  Service  was  held  with  Dr.  Frank  Bell 
Lewis,  Dean  and  Professor  of  Christian  Ethics  at  Union 
rheological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia  was  minister 
For  the  special  service  of  dedication  of  the 
memorials. " 

— Mrs.  Claude  C.  Wheeler 
Historian 
1958-1978 
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The  Sixth  Twenty-Five  Years 
Presented  By:    Doris  McFarland  September  5/  1993 

It  was  during  this  twenty-five  year  period  that 
the  church  reached  its  highest  membership  in  the 
history  of  the  church.    By  the  year  1959,  our  church 
roll  numbered  241  members  of  which  24  were  residents  of 
the  Oxford  Orphanage.    In  1948,  World  War  II  was  but  a 
memory  and  families  were  grateful  to  have  loved  ones 
home  from  the  war  in  the  safety  of  their  own  homes. 
The  church  began  to  look  ahead  and  prospered  as  it  had 
never  before  in  its  history. 

Five  ministers  served  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church 
during  this  time:    Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Moore,  1944-49; 
Rev.  Norris  Fellows,  1949-51;  Rev.  Marlin  Curry, 

1952-  53;  Dr.  James  L.  Price,  Jr.,  Temporary  Supply, 

1953-  54;  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Traynham,  1954-69. 

In  1948,  Mr.  Dennis  A.  Hall,  Jr.,  Elder  Emeritus, 
voted  Moderator  of  Granville  Presbytery.    His  picture 
was  featured  in  The  Presbyterian  Survey  in  1948  in  an 
article,  "Can  the  Church  Produce  Leaders?  Laymen 
Provide  A  Decisive  Answer."    Mr.  Hall  worked  for  the 
Soil  Conservation  Department,  United  States  Government. 

In  November  of  the  same  year,  a  congregational 
meeting  was  called  about  buying  a  new  organ  (second 
one).    It  was  turned  over  to  Deacons  to  proceed.  On 
March  22,  1949  a  pipe  organ  (Molar  Organ)  was 
installed. 

In  1949,  the  Rev.  Ben  Moore  accepted  a  call  to  a 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Albemarle,  NC.    Those  who 
remember  him  praise  him  as  a  quiet  and  scholarly  person 
during  his  ministry  here  in  Oxford. 

Several  months  later  the  Rev.  Norris  Fellows  of 
Springfield,  Mo.,  was  called  and  received  into 
Granville  Presbytery.    During  his  tenure  here,  he  met 
and  married  Miss  Betty  Jeanne  Mclnnis  of  Henderson, 
N.C.    She  was 
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the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Mclnnis  (paste 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Henderson).  Mr. 
Dennis  H.  Hall,  Jr.,  of  our  church,  was  his  best  man  i 
the  wedding.    Rev.  Fellows'  father  died  soon  after  he 
came  to  Oxford. 

In  November  of  1949,  the  Morning  Worship  was  he] 
at  the  Woman's  Club  due  to  the  fact  the  new  carpet  was 
being  laid  in  our  church.    At  this  time  also  permissic 
was  given  to  begin  a  full-time  weekday  nursery  and 
kindergarten,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Minor  Boring 

In  1950,  Homecoming  was  celebrated  for  the  first 
time  by  our  church.    The  church  hosted  Presbyter ial  as 
well.    Early  in  the  spring,  Rev.  Fellows  began  to 
conduct  services  twice  a  month  at  Goshen  Chapel  in 
Northern  Granville  and  elders  attended  from  time  to 
time.    The  Sunday  School  gave  $25.00  toward  the 
purchase  of  hymnals  for  the  chapel  and  Geneva 
Presbyterian  Church  gave  a  piano. 

The  Christmas  Pageant,  "The  Prince  of  Peace"  was 
given  and  was  a  spiritual  blessing  to  the  church  for 
the  high  spiritual  quality  of  its  members,  which  was 
demonstrated  in  all  phases  of  the  preparations  and 
presentation  of  the  Christmas  Worship  Service  in 
pageantry . 

In  April,  1951  the  Rev.  Fellows  accepted  a  call 
to  his  home  church  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  as  assistant 
minister  of  First  and  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church.  Ir 
June,  the  church  celebrated  its  second  Homecoming  witt 
the  beloved  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Stuart  R.  Oglesby, 
then  pastor  of  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  returning  to  preach  the  sermon.    Flowers  were 
placed  in  the  sanctuary  that  day  in  memory  of  Rev.  Jol' 
E.  Wool,  Rev.  Farrior,  and  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Lacy,  who  ai 
all  buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery. 

This  year  the  congregation  heard  with  great  pric* 
that  two  young  men  who  went  out  from  this  church  becon 
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candidates  for  the  ministry.    In  July,  Henry  W. 
RobardS/  (he  joined  the  church  during  the  pastorate  of 
Dr.  J.  W.  Lacy)  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Robards, 
Greenwood,  S.C.,  entered  Columbia  Theological  Seminary, 
Decatur ,  Ga . ,  and  Charles  Taylor ,  son  of  Mr .  and  Mrs . 
T.  G.  Taylor,  entered  the  Divinity  School  of  Wake 
Forest  College  in  October.    Charles  was  especially 
remembered  in  the  church  for  his  excellent  reading  of 
the  Scripture  in  the  Christmas  Worship  services. 

During  this  year  the  Women  of  the  Church  worked 
feverishly  to  prepare  for  their  first  Christmas  Bazaar 
which  by  all  accounts  was  a  tremendous  success,  having 
raised  over  $1,000.00. 

The  Church  having  been  without  a  pastor  from 
April,  1951,  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  Marlin  B.  Curry 
and  he  began  his  ministry  in  February,  1952.  That 
month  the  Session  discussed  Rotary  System  of  elders  and 
deacons;  later  the  congregation  approved. 

In  spring  of  1953,  the  Rev.  Curry  resigned  the 
pastorate.    In  May,  Dr.  James  L.  Price,  Jr.,  Professor 
in  the  School  of  Religion,  Duke  University,  served  as 
Temporary  Supply. 

It  was  with  regret  on  December  15,  1953,  that  our 
organist  for  over  40  years,  Miss  Lucy  Webb,  resigned, 
but  stated  she  would  remain  until  a  replacement  was 
found. 

In  July,  1954,  a  call  was  extended  to  the  Rev. 
Thomas  T.  Traynham,  Zuni,  Va.,  upon  graduation  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Va.,  to  become 
the  34th  pastor  of  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
accepted  and  was  received  into  Granville  Presbytery  on 
July  27,  1954.    During  this  time,  the  congregation  had 
the  opportunity  to  buy  the  Hunt  Property  on  Coggeshall 
Street  as  a  manse  for  $18,000.00  to  replace  the  old 
manse  on  123  Gilliam  Street  (beside  the  church).  Mrs. 
Wheeler  in  her  history  says,  In  the  Session  Minutes, 
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under  date  of  April  19,  1887,  there  is  mention  in 
report  to  Presbytery  of  a  manse  with  value  of 
$3,000.00.    So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  this  is  the  old 
manse  presently  situated  beside  the  present  church 
structure.  We  purchased  the  manse  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Traynham  moved  in. 

In  May,  1955,  the  congregation  voted  and  approved 
air  conditioning  the  sanctuary  at  cost  of  $3,000.00. 
An  historical  mote  of  interest  that  the  walnut  wood  top 
for  the  Baptismal  Font,  which  stands  to  the  right  at 
the  foot  of  the  pulpit  in  the  main  body  of  the 
sanctuary,  was  a  gift  in  1955  from  Frank  C.  Wildman, 
elder.    The  top  was  crafted  by  Mr.  Wildman.    The  story 
is  that  the  walnut  wood  came  from  a  tree  which  Mr. 
Wildman  cut  down  in  Pitt  County,  N.C.,  in  1938. 
However,  this  particular  wood  from  which  the  top  was 
made  was  really  "dug  up,"  for  it  is  an  angle  section 
from  the  underground  stump  of  the  tree. 

In  August  of  this  year,  1955,  the  congregation 
was  faced  with  the  biggest  challenge  ever  that  the  new 
Consolidated  College  of  Synod  of  North  Carolina  be 
located  in  Oxford.    Needless  to  say,  a  flurry  of 
activity  began  to  sweep  across  the  church  and  community 
that  would  demonstrate  as  never  before  what  can  be 
accomplished  when  forces  join  together. 

Plans  of  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  North  Carolina 
to  erect  a  new  $5,000,000.00  co-educational  college  in 
Eastern  North  Carolina  in  a  merger  of  the  denomina- 
tion's educational  institutions  electrified  to  action 
the  Granville  County  College  Procurement  organization. 
Mr.  H.  Dermont  Hedrick,  Chairman  of  the  Steering 
Committee,  a  company  of  20  men  and  women  in  Granville 
County,  the  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Traynham,  elders  J.  Ward 
Boring  and  Francis  C.  Morton,  plus  hunddreds  of  others 
supporting  this  effort  made  a  determined  bid  for  this 
educational  sweepstake  which  included  Methodists, 
Baptists,  and  Episcopalians.    Mrs.  Claude  C.  Wheeler, 
was  a  valuable  asset  to  the  committee  furnishing  much 
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of  the  history  about  Presbyterian ism  as  far  back  as  20 
years  in  Granville  County.    It  was  the  Rev.  Henry 
Patillo  who  came  from  Virginia,  who  planted  the  seed  of 
education  in  the  Granville  and  Orange  Counties  and 
described  as  private  classical  schools." 

However,  it  was  not  to  be  and  it  was  finally 
located  in  Laurinburg,  N.C.,  and  named  St.  Andrew's 
Presbyterian  College. 

In  August,  1956,  the  Rev.  Traynham  was  elected 
Moderator  of  Granville  Presbytery. 

In  April,  1957,  an  announcement  was  made  that  we 
can  truly  be  proud  of — that  a  Prebyterian  church  would 
be  organized  at  Butner.    The  lot  for  the  Butner  church 
was  given  by  the  Oxford  church  and  on  June  23,  1957,  a 
church  was  officially  organized  with  34  adult  members 
and  16  children.    The  Rev.  Traynham  delivered  the 
sermon  at  this  organizational  meeting  and  installed  the 
Rev.  Alfred  Thomas  as  its  first  pastor.    It  was  through 
the  untiring  efforts  of  elders  Dennis  A.  Hall,  Jr.,  and 
Frank  C.  Wildman,  who  taught  Sunday  School  and 
preached,  as  well  as  several  other  members  who  were 
instrumental  in  sponsoring  and  launching  this  church 
many  years  before  and  worked  diligently  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Presbyterian  church  there. 

On  July  22,  1958,  our  church  again  hosted 
Granville  Presbytery. 

One  of  the  most  ambitious  projects  to  date  took 
place  in  May,  1958.    The  extensive  remodeling  and 
redecoration  of  the  church  was  undertaken  as  follows: 

Repair  and  remodeling  of  church 
Purchase  pew  cushions 
Rebuilding  church  steps 
Replace  stained  glass  windows 
Paint  sanctuary 
Rewire  church  where  necessary 
Repair  and /or  replace  roof 
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This  renovation  program  was  done  at  an 
approximate  cost  of  $35,000.00.    Special  gratitude  wa< 
expressed  to  Mr.  Ralph  V.  Boswood  for  his  dedicated 
service  as  Chairman  of  the  Construction  Program  of  th< 
renovations  mentioned  above.    Ralph  showed  unusual 
administrative  ability  in  the  expedition  of  his  dutie! 
in  this  office.    His  untiring  efforts  and  the 
smoothness  of  his  direction  in  uninterrupted  progress 
won  for  him  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  Church  Famil] 
who  had  pride  in  the  accomplishments  under  his 
leadership.    While  everyone  in  the  Church  had  a  part  j 
the  expense,  mention  is  here  made  of  the  special 
memorial  windows:  one,  "The  Good  Shepherd,"    a  gift  oi 
Dr.  J.  Morehead  Emmet t  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Candace  E.  Brown,  and  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Bettie  Rogers 
Taylor;  and  the  other,  "Come  Unto  Me,"  in  memory  of 
Elvyn  Leroy  Parham  and  Ethel  May  Clement  Parham,  by 
their  son  Mr.  Thomas  Clement  Parham,  both  devoted  and 
consecrated  members  of  our  Church  during  their  lives. 
On  November  8,  959,  a  Thanksgiving  and  Consecration 
Service  was  held  with  Dr.  Frank  Bell  Lewis,  Dean  and 
Professor  of  Christian  Ethics  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  Richmond,  Va.,  was  minister  for  the  special 
service  of  dedication  of  the  memorials. 

In  September,  1959,  Session  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  E.  B.  (Mary  Frances)  McSwain  for  her  years  of 
service  in  teaching  Bible  in  the  public  schools,  which 
had  to  be  terminated  because  of  Supreme  Court  decision 

On  January  4,  1960,  a  Gorham  Sterling  Silver 
Communion  service  was  given  to  the  church  in  memory  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Baird  by  their  children:  Lucy 
Taylor,  Elizabeth  Gilliam,  and  Joe  M.  Baird,  Jr. 

In  April,  1961,  the  Session  and  Board  of  Deacons 
voted  to  employ  a  Director  of  Christian  Education  who 
would  serve  as  Secretary  to  the  Church.    A  committee 
was  appointed  to  interview  prospective  persons  for  the 
position.    Miss  Mary  Anna  Wells,  Wallace,  N.C,  a  1961 
June  graduate  of  Flora  McDonald  College,  Red  Springs, 
N.C. ,  accepted  the  position  and  began  her  work  with  us 
on  July  1. 
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Again,  in  December/  1962,  the  congregation  was 
called  to  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift/  subject  to  existing 
mortage/  a  house  located  on  Belle  Street/  to  be  used  as 
a  manse/  from  Mr.  John  A.  Williams,  Jr.  /  Raleigh/  N.C./ 
formerly  of  Oxford,  to  sell  the  residence  of  his 
mother/  Mrs.  John  A.  Williams,  Sr./  deceased,  to  the 
Oxford  Presbyterian  Church  for  $16,000.00  to  be  used  as 
a  manse.    The  congregation  voted  to  accept  the  offer 
and  to  buy  the  property.    The  real  estate,  located  at 
203  Belle  Street  was  valued  at  approximately 
$26,000.00.    The  remaining  equity  of  approximately 
$10,000.00  was  a  gift  from  Mr.  Williams  for  which  the 
church  was  grateful. 

In  April,  1963,  the  congregation  voted  to  sell 
property  (manse)  on  Coggeshall  Street  at  a  price  of 
$15,000.00.    On  January  2,  19164,  the  Rev.  Traynham  and 
his  family  moved  to  the  new  manse  at  203  Belle  Street. 

In  1963,  the  new  Covenant  Life  Curriculum  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  was  used  in 
adult  classes  in  Sunday  School.    Also,  this  same  year, 
or  church  voted  to  accept  responsibility  for  partial 
support  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  Bullock,  church 
missionaries  to  Taiwan. 

After  months  of  discussion  and  planning,  the 
congregation  voted  to  acquire  a  new  organ  at  a  cost  of 
425,328.00,  and  Mr.  H.  Dermont  Hedrick  chaired  the 
committee  for  the  Organ  Fund.    A  Casavant  Tracker 
Action  Organ,  which  is  made  up  of  three  organs /  was 
installed  in  the  church.    The  Hauptwerk  or  Great  Organ 
is  the  one  you  see  and  hear  best  from  the  congregation/ 
the  taller  pipes  reaching  to  the  ceiling.    An  Organ 
Consecration  Service  was  held  January  5,  1966/  with  Dr. 
Richard  M.  Peek,  organist  and  choirmaster  of  Covenant 
Presbyterian  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C. ,  giving  an  organ 
recital  for  church  and  community.    A  reception  followed 
in  the  Fellowship  Hall.    He  served  as  consultant  for 
the  congregation  for  the  purchase  of  the  organ. 
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In  May,  1967,  the  church  and  community  enjoyed 
the  first  Choir  Festival  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  j 
D.  D.  Hocutt,  Organist  and  Choir  Director.    The  three 
choirs,  some  60  members  in  all,  joined  to  make  one  of  j 
the  most  memorable  occasions  for  the  church  family.  I 
December,  they  presented  a  Christmas  Festival,  with 
instrumental  pieces  accompanying  them.    They  were 
invited  to  the  Ed  McFarland  home  afterwards  for  a 
Christmas  party.    This  was  one  of  the  largest  choirs 
the  church  has  ever  had. 

It  was  in  1967  that  the  church  purchased  the  lot 
that  adjoins  the  manse  property  on  203  Belle  Street 
from  Mr.  John  A.  Williams,  Jr.,  for  $2,500.00 

Having  reviewed  this  history,  we  remember  with 
gratitude  and  praise  those  who  have  served  so 
faithfully  and  given  so  generously,  and  we  pray  God's 
blessings  on  those  who  continue  to  sow  seeds  of 
Presbyter  iani  sm . 


"For  reviewing  this  brief  history,  we  cannot  but 
think  that  the  smile  of  heaven  have  in  a  special  manner 
rested  on  this  church  and  we  wish  with  heartfelt 
gratitude  to  record  it  'That  hither  to  hath  the  Lord 
helped  us,'    May  the  richest  blessing  of  heaven 
continue  to  descend  upon  it.    May  it  ever  by  kept  pure 
both  in  doctrine  and  in  practice,  and  may  the  Lord  add 
unto  it  daily  of  such  as  shall  be  saved." 


— Thomas  B.  Littlejohn,  Clerk 
Oxford  Session  Book 
March  1,  1824 
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The  Seventh  Twenty-Five  Years 
Presented  By:    Cynthia  Twisdale  September  12,  1993 


The  year  1968  marked  the  Sesqui  centennial 
Celebration  of  our  church.  A  celebration  was  held  at 
the  church  on  Sunday ,  September  22,  1968.  The  pastor 
during  this  celebration  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  T. 
Traynham.  Dr.  William  I.  Howell,  Jr.,  who  was  then  the 
Associate  Minister  of  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Atlanta,  GA;  preached  the  sermon  at  the  church's  one 
hundred  and  fifty-year  celebration.  Mr.  Frank  Bullock 
gave  the  welcome  address  and  introduced  Dr.  Howell. 
Dr.  Stuart  R.  Oglesby,  former  pastor  of  this  church, 
was  also  present  at  this  celebration.  A  picnic  was 
held  at  the  Oxford  Woman's  Club  across  the  street  from 
the  church  with  some  300  members  and  guests  in  atten- 
dance. 1968  also  marked  the  first  woman  of  the  Church 
being  ordained  as  a  deacon,  Mrs.  Rebekah  Jennings. 

The  church  continued  its  worship  and  growth 
during  1969  and  1970.  On  February  1,  1970,  Rev. 
Traynham,  who  became  pastor  of  this  church  on  June  20, 
1954,  resigned  to  accept  a  call  to  become  pastor  of 
Pryor  Presbyterian  Church,  Crewe,  VA.  The  history 
recorded  the  following  about  the  Traynham' s  leaving. 
"On  February  8  -  last  service  of  Rev.  T.T.  Traynham  as 
pastor  of  this  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Traynham  and  their 
infant  son,  Thomas  Mclllwaine,  arrived  in  Oxford  on 
June  20,  1954.  Rev.  Traynham  remained  as  pastor  of 
this  church  for  fifteen  years,  six  months,  and  24  days. 
During  their  years  here  two  children,  Randolph  Edmunds 
and  Lucy  Sydnor,  were  born  to  them.  On  February  13, 
Mrs.  Traynham  and  "Mac"  left  for  Crewe,  VA,  in  the 
morning  and  Rev.  Traynham,  Randy,  and  Lucy  in  the 
afternoon  after  school.  Thus  ended  his  pastorate  at 
the  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church."  A  pulpit  committee 
was  elected  as  follows:  Chairman  -  R.  S.  Bradsher, 
Sr.,  Wilson  S.  Comer,  James  L.  Catlett,  Miss  Magie 
Person,  Mrs.  E.  H.  McFarland,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Sondra 
Howard.  On  September  27,  a  call  was  made  to  Rev. 
William  Massey,  Jr.,  Charlotte,  NC.    Rev.  Massey 
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did  not  accept  this  call.  The  Oxford  Presbyterian 
Church  was  without  a  pastor  for  a  period  of  a  little 
more  than  nineteen  months.  The  Sunday  School  program 
during  1970  consisted  of  an  enrollment  of  157  with  an 
average  attendance  of  70  pupils. 

Also  during  1970/  the  old  manse  beside  the  church 
was  removed.  The  deacons  bargained  to  have  the  manse 
demolished.  A  local  man  paid  $300.00  for  the  house 
with  the  agreement  that  he  would  tear  down  and  remove 
the  house  from  the  site  and  clean  the  premises.  The 
old  manse  had  last  been  used  in  1953.  Also  during 
1970,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Wildman,  who  had  recently 
purchased  the  property  adjoining  the  church  property, 
deeded  a  strip  of  land  between  their  property  and  the 
church  as  a  gift.  This  allowed  access  to  the  back  of 
the  church  without  trespassing  on  the  property,  of 
others . 

The  church  history  for  1971  began  with  an 
expression  of  gratitude  to  Elder  and  Mrs.  Robert  J. 
Davis,  who  were  "God's  instruments  in  bringing  people 
and  pastor  together."  The  pastor  being  referred  to  was 
Rev.  Norman  M.  MacDowell  who  became  our  35th  pastor. 
The  Da  vises  met  Rev.  MacDowell  in  Salisbury  after  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Davis1  father.  Rev.  MacDowell  was  the 
Associate  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Salisbury,  NC  at  this  time.  The  Davises  were  so  im- 
pressed with  Rev.  MacDowell  that  Mr.  Davis  suggested  to 
the  session  that  he  be  asked  to  preach  at  our  church  on 
August  15,  1971.  The  MacDowell' s  spent  the  weekend  with 
the  Davises  and  on  Sunday  morning,  "a  large  and  eager 
congregation  assembled  for  Morning  Worship  and  were 
attentive  to  the  spirit  filled  message."  On  September 
5,  1971,  a  congregational  meeting  was  held  and  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  a  motion  was  passed  to  extend  a  call  to 
Rev.  Norman  Martin  MacDowell  to  become  pastor  of  the 
Oxford  Presbyterian  Church.  Rev.  MacDowell  preached 
as  the  pastor  of  our  church,  September  20  and  was 
installed  as  our  pastor  on  October  31,  1971. 
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On  October  17 ,  1971,  the  Rev.  MacDowell  was 
received  during  the  meeting  of  Granville  Presbytery  at 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Henderson,  NC.  Elder  Edward 
H.  McFarland,  Jr.,  represented  the  congregation.  This 
was  the  last  meeting  of  Granville  Presbytery.  As  of 
January  1,  1972,  Granville  became  part  of  Orange  Pres- 
bytery. It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Granville 
Presbytery  held  its  first  and  last  meeting  in  Henderson 
at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  April  25,  1972,  the  new  Orange  Presbytery 
convened  in  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Durham,  NC.  We 
remained  in  Orange  Presbytery  until  1989  when  a  new 
Presbytery  was  formed  after  the  northern  and  southern 
churches  were  united.  It  was  named  the  Presbytery  Of 
New  Hope  and  the  Rev.  Alfred  Thomas  as  Stated  Clerk. 

The  present  pulpit  Bible  was  given  in  memory  of 
Ward  Boring,  Elder  Emeritus  by  Mrs.  J.  Ward  Boring  in 
1973.  On  April  4,  1973,  a  large  cabinet,  of  cathedral 
size,  was  placed  in  the  historical  room,  a  gift  of  Mrs. 
Claude  C.  Wheeler,  in  memory  of  her  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ira  Howell  Wheeler.  The  cabinet  is  to  be  used  to 
store  memorabilia,  historical  records  and  data  of  our 
heritage.  The  cabinet  was  made  of  wood  from  the  former 
pipe  organ.  Mrs.  Wheeler  designed  the  cabinet  and  a 
local  craftsman,  Ira  I.  Miller  built  it.  The  deacon's 
bench  in  the  ladies  parlor  was  given  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
M.  Cochran,  retired  minister  of  Granville  County 
Presbyterian  Churches  on  September  25,  1977.  The  bench 
was  made  by  Mr.  Cochran  from  a  pew  formerly  used  in  the 
Old  Goshen  Chapel,  Presbyterian  Mission  Church  from 
1922  to  1973. 

The  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church  worshipped  under 
the  direction  of  Rev.  Norman  M.  MacDowell  until  he 
retired  in  June  of  1986.  Rev.  Victor  Scott,  from 
Durham,  was  our  main  supply  minister  during  the  year 
the  church  was  without  a  pastor.  Mr.  Scott  served  our 
church  from  October  12,  1986  until  October  4,  1987, 
with  the  exception  of  seven  Sundays.  In  1987,  a  new 
concept  in  the  ministry  of  our  church  came  about. 
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Co-Pastors     were    called    to    be    our    ministers.    The  0 
congregation  voted  also  to  let    the    Co-Pastors  preach 
each  Sunday  at  Nut  Bush  Presbyterian,  Townsville,  NC  at 
a       9:15     a.m.  service.    On     October      11,  1987,  our  |E 
co-pastors,  the  Rev.  Philip  W.  Butin  and  Rev.  Janet    B.  'J 
Butin,  held    their    first  worship  service  in  the  Oxford 
Presbyterian  Church.    On  November  22,  1987,  Rev.  Philip 
Butin    and     Rev.  Janet     Butin     were     ordained.  The 
sanctuary    was    full    at    this    wonderful    occasion.  A 
reception    followed    the    Ordination    Service    in  the 
Fellowship  Hall. 

On  June  23,  1988,  the  Session  of  the  Oxford 
Presbyterian  Church  voted  to  organize  the  church 
unicamerally,  with  the  Session  to  consist  of  nine 
elders,  each  chairing  a  committee  with  a  portion  of  the 
church's  activities.  On  July  17,  the  congregation 
voted  to  approve  this  arrangement,  which  took  effect  on 
October  30  with  the  ordination  and  installation  of  the 
new  elders.  On  April  24,  1988,  a  Life  Membership  from 
the  Women  of  the  Church  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Frances  McSwain  with  a  reception  following  the  worship 
ceremony . 

On  May  2,  1989,  Articles  of  Incorporation  were 
signed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  incorporating  our 
church  as  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church,  Oxford,  North 
Carolina,  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  and  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation  were  recorded  in  the  Register 
of  Deeds  office  of  Granville  County,  North  Carolina. 

In  1990,  our  church  began  two  yearly  events  that 
tied  in  directly  to  one  thing  that  we  Presbyterians 
like  to  do — eat.  This  was  the  first  year  of  our  Lenten 
Soup  Suppers  and  our  Lasagna  Dinner  following  the  Joy 
Gift  Program. 

Our  church  continued  in  its  growth  and  ministry 
with  Rev.  Philip  and  Rev.  Jan  Butin  as  Co-Pastors. 
Through  the  years  we  continued  to  worship  God  through 
Lenten  Soup  Suppers,  Maundy  Thursday  Communion 
Services,  All-Church  Retreats,  and  Worship  Services  at 
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Presbyterian  Point,  Sunday  School  and  Sunday  School 
Openings,  and  a  revitalized  Bible  School  program. 

1993  narked  our  175th  Anniversary  year.  Many 
special  events  were  planned  throughout  the  year  to  help 
mark  this  historical  occasion  of  our  church.  In 
January,  we  began  a  five  minute  review  of  our  history 
at  the  Morning  Worship  service.  Members  of  the  church 
reviewed  25-year    intervals    of    history.  Members 

involved  were:  Mrs.  Rebekah  Jennings,  Mr.  John  Beach, 
Mrs.  Diane  Craig,  Mrs.  Lucy  Floyd  Baird,  Mr.  Arial 
Stephens,  Mrs.  Doris  McFarland,  and  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Twisdale.  In  February,  our  first  Church  Pictorial 
Directory  was  made.  The  Rev.  Norman  M.  MacDowell  was 
named  pastor  emeritus  of  Oxford  Presbyterian  Church, 
March  1993.  In  April,  the  congregation  met  at  Grassy 
Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  Stovall,  NC,  our  mother 
church,  for  a  worship  service  and  a  picnic  bag  supper 
on  the  lawn.  An  organ  recital  celebrating  our 
anniversary  was  held  in  May.  David  A.  Arcus  of  Duke 
Chapel,  Durham,  NC  was  the  organist.  A  reception 
followed  the  recital. 

Our  church  building  was  100  years  old  on  July  4, 
1993.  A  picture  of  the  1830  church  was  given  to  us  by 
Mrs.  Irene  S.  Branch  and  her  family  of  Redlands, 
California  was  unveiled.  The  picture  was  painted  by 
Mrs.  Branch's  grandmother,  Mary  Anderson  Duty  (Davis) 
when  she  was  nine  years  old  in  1835.  In  September, 
cookbooks  and  Christmas  cards  will  be  on  sale  and  a 
175th  celebration  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  September  26, 
1993,  with  a  luncheon  to  be  served  afterwards  at  the 
Oxford  Woman's  Club. 

Lastly,  it  should  be  recorded  that  in  August  of 
1993,  our  Co-Pastors,  the  Dr.  Rev.  Philip  Butin  and 
Rev.  Janet  Butin,  announced  to  the  congregation  that 
they  would  be  leaving  our  church  in  order  for  Rev. 
Philip  Butin  to  accept  a  call  to  the  Shepherd  of  the 
Valley  Presbyterian  Church  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 
The  But ins  have  served  our  church  since  October  11, 
1987. 


